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AGENDA
1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Chief Scout Gold Award presentations
4. Minutes of 2018 AGM
5. Approval of Group Scout Leader Report
6. Approval of reports from Beaver, Cub and Scout Leaders
7. Approval of Treasurer’s Report and Accounts
8. Approval of Group Scout Leader’s nomination of Group Chairman
9. Approval of Group Scout Leader’s nomination of the Group Executive Committee
10. Beaver Investiture and Beaver presentation
11. Election of Officers:
a. Group Secretary
b. Group Treasurer
12. Appoint a Group Auditor
13. Election of the Group Executive Committee as members of the Group Council
14. Cub investiture and Cub presentation
15. District Commissioners remarks
16. Chairman’s closing remarks
17. Date of next AGM - TBA

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Welcome to the Annual General Meeting of Pitsford Scouts. It’s been 12 months since we gathered at
Overstone, at the end of a fantastic group activity day. We were doubly blessed on that day by both the
weather, and the wholehearted enthusiasm of the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. I found it a very memorable
day, and I hope you all did too. We have scaled back the activities this year, recognising that it was a huge
logistical challenge for Georgina, Tony and all of the Leaders and helpers.
Since our last gathering, a lot has happened in the Scout Group. We have seen many changes, and some
very key departures; but also welcomed some new faces – to whom we are all hugely indebted.
At our last AGM, I explained that the Explorer Section had a precarious future, following the departure of the
section leader, Geoff. Sadly, despite herculean efforts by Jess and Georgina, we have not been able to
maintain this section – for now, at least. Officially, an Explorer Section is a District unit, and not part of our
group, but Pitsford Explorers were always a part of our family, and the Executive Committee were very sad
when this could not continue. The unit is only suspended and could resume with sufficient interest and
volunteers to lead the group.
During the last year, we have also lost some hugely experienced and talented Leaders in Chilby, Evonne
and Geoff; and have seen Jess assume the role of Beaver Leader from Nicola. We are very grateful to
Nicola, Ollie & Sue, who are now assisting Brenda with the Scouts, and to parents who have risen to the
parent helper rota. We have also welcomed Jane, who has taken over as Group Secretary from Penny. To
you all, all of the Leaders and Assistants who continue with us, and to the volunteer members of our Executive
Committee, I again sincerely record our thanks.
One of the biggest challenges facing a modern and progressive Scout Group is providing the very best offer
out of limited resources, and to make it appropriate, engaging, challenging, and in line with the Scout ethos.
It is not just turning up on a Thursday night – there is a huge amount of thought, planning and love that goes
into these sessions. It was therefore with regret that I, on behalf of the Executive Committee, had to write to
the Scout Section to express our concerns about some behavioural issues which had begun to manifest.
Since then, I am very pleased to hear that this has improved and can confirm that the nights I have attended
the Scout Section, I have found your young people to be engaging, attentive and supportive of each other.
We all understand that each member will have different preferences and interests, and that the content from
week to week may peak the interest of different members at different times – that is the nature of a group.
Our duty, as an Executive Committee, is to facilitate this for the good of all: Scouts, Cubs and Beavers – both
now and future. Part of this duty is to ensure excellent volunteer Leaders want to stay with us. We all have
a part to play in this, and I thank you all for your continuing efforts to maintain standards of behaviour.
One of the best parts of chairing a group like this is to hear about the successes throughout the year and,
occasionally, to witness first-hand the joy and self-satisfaction our young people take from these. It is not
hyperbole to say that many of the activities of the Group become lifelong treasured memories – a hard earned
Gold or Dragon award, a first night away from home, the endless games of laser tag at International Camp,
our contribution to the fantastic village Remembrance Day poppy display, water activity day, a first hike, an
armful of well-deserved badges and, above all, the skills learned that will serve our young people for the rest
of their lives. It was not a surprise, but the more I think about it, the more I realise just how important Pitsford
Scout Group is. All of us gathered tonight are the custodians of that legacy – for our children, and for those
to come.
Think about that for a moment.
What a sad world it would be without organisations like the Scouts for our young people.
Now – the important question. I normally ask if you can contribute any of your time: as a leader, helper,
assistant or parent rep on the Executive Committee. If you can, great! Please let us know. If every single
one of us took the challenge, tonight, to spread the word – to family, friends, colleagues, a parish newsletter,
or just the lamppost at the end of the garden. To appeal to anyone who might want to become a Leader, or
who has an interesting skill or occupation that would enrich the programme, we would secure the future of
our Scout Group for the generations to come.
Please think about it, and please do let us know if anyone comes to mind.
In closing, I would like to express, as I did last year, our sincere thanks to Georgina and Tony for everything
they do for Pitsford Scout Group.
I hope you enjoy the evening.

Adrian Palmer
Chairman

GROUP SCOUT LEADER’S REPORT
There have been some highs and lows this last year. We lost six Leaders over the year which is
unfortunate, but some new Leaders have come forward to volunteer which is good. People leave
for many reasons and that is understandable, but it was not how I wanted to mark my 50th year of
Scouting, and they are difficult to replace. We lost Marcus as our District Commissioner, who was
so supportive to our Group but we have gained another lovely District Commissioner in Irene.
I was disappointed to have to close at least for the time being our Explorer Unit when Geoff left. I
tried very hard to find another person to take it on. The Explorers were a great bunch of young
people and I particularly noticed their absence at our recent St Georges’ Day parade. The
numbers were too low for the unit to be effective and there are other units nearby. A big thank you
to Jess and Jas for running the unit in the autumn term.
The highs: Celebrating my 50 years of Scouting with my great Scout Group by having a Group day
at Overstone Scout Centre. It was lovely seeing all the sections working together from 6 -14 years.
Another occasion when the Cubs and Scouts work together is our Annual Water Activity Day on
Pitsford Water.
It was great to see the Scouts attend an International Jamboree at Walesby in August meeting
other Scouts from around this Country and the World.
Another high was the great attendance at our annual Remembrance Day parade and service.
Each member made a poppy which was attached to netting to create as ‘fall’ over the Church
Porch. The Pitsford Branch of the Royal British Legion bought small wooden crosses for each
member, they then researched a family name of someone who had died in WW1 and wrote the
name on the cross which was placed in the churchyard. The amount of information that the
members brought in was really interesting. Thank you for your support with this.
Uganda: A huge thank you for all your support for our Outspan School project. I brought this
project with me when I opened the Group 12 years ago, but you have all been so encouraging and
some of you have visited Outspan with me. It is now part of our Scouting family and those who
have visited have become part of the Outspan family. The young people enjoy writing letters to the
pupils and the pupils certainly enjoy writing back... I was particularly humbled by two members of
our Group who sold some of their books recently and have given the funds to me to take out next
time. They were certainly thinking of others before themselves.
I am pleased that this year we are trying to be far more aware of plastic pollution and recycling,
that the Scouts have done a community project in the village and cooked a meal for the homeless.
Both Cubs and Scouts have also collected rubbish around the village. The SNAPP project is
underway which means Scouts Northamptonshire Avoid Plastic Pollution. And all members will or
should have been given a badge to wear on their uniform.
We welcomed Jessica Burrows as our new Beaver Leader and Nicola Cebak and Sue McTaggart
as Assistant Scout Leaders, and Kathy Newton who is helping with the Beavers. Many
congratulations to Jasmyne and Rebecca for gaining their Wood Beads which means that they
have completed three years of training to be Assistant Cub Scout Leaders
I am indebted to all my loyal Leaders who run the programmes each Thursday night and ensure
the young people get to go on an overnight experience at least once a year. Also to the support of
the Executive Committee and Blue Skies Holdings Ltd for their support and help in producing the
AGM Report. Thank you.
Georgina Miles
Group Scout Leader.

In the summer term the Beavers attended a brilliant sleepover which Nicola Cebak, the Beaver
Scout Leader organised. They visited Pets at Home for their Animal Friends badge, took part in a
blind fold trail, had a fitness session from Pacesetter Sports and joined in the Group day among
other activities . Sadly, Nicola finished her role due to family commitments and I took over in the
autumn term. Thank you Nicola for the last two years.
The Beaver Colony is full, we had seven new Beavers in September and is flourishing and the
Beavers worked towards their International badge and World Challenge badge with a talk from
Blue Skies and sampling some lovely fruits, the Faith badge with Sreeya Kodavali explaining
Hinduism and Diwali followed by taking part in the Annual Remembrance parade. We had a lovely
afternoon around Sywell Country Park as part of the Hikes badge and Angie a warden explained
about the insects and bugs that are around the area which was all very interesting
Abi Biggs who came an assistant to the Colony had to step down due to University work and
Harvey Abbas an Explorer Scout Young Leader also stepped down, thank you to both of you for
all your help and support.
Well done to Ethan, Imogen, James, Poppy, Oliver and Matilda for gaining their Chief Scouts
Bronze Awards.
During this time Jess Burrows became a Leader with the Colony, and I implemented a parent rota
to help as well. A big thank you to Penny for always being there for me, to the parents for their
help and above all Jess who has become a full Beaver Scout Leader and is doing a great job.
Georgina Miles GSL
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I have been running the Beaver section since January 2019. The Spring term saw the Beavers
complete their disability awareness badge, emergency aid stage 1 and communicator badge. The
disability awareness badge was very intense, however the Beavers appeared to have huge
interest in what we spoke about and the activities we completed. We now say “good evening” in
British sign language at the start of our evenings during the register. We all wrote letters to
Outspan School in Uganda which Georgina took with her and brought back some lovely replies
from the pupils
Congratulations to Kian who was awarded his Chief Scout Bronze award during the ceremony of
St. George’s parade. The behaviour within the section has improved hugely and this was noted by
other leaders and parents especially during the parade. Owen carried the Beaver flag during the
parade and what an excellent job he did of it too! The start of the Summer term saw Owen, Luca
and Kian swim up to cubs. Well Done boys! It has been a pleasure to work with you in achieving
your badges and watching you grow up into such polite and caring boys.
We kicked off the Summer term by making bug hotels, the young people thoroughly enjoyed this
and every one of them took their parents to see their creations at the end of the evening. We have
started to complete the Health and Fitness Badge which is due to be awarded at the end of the
term. The Summer programme involves lots of outside activities to make use of the great
surroundings.

The only thing I would like to ask for is for more parent support. There have been several
occasions, when I have asked for letters to be returned, or to attend a meeting to discuss an event
or AGM’s in the past and we have had a very low turnout. It is important for parents to be involved
and the young people really enjoy showing off their achievements.
My highlight of the last 6 months has most definitely got to be our Roald Dahl Sleepover! We had
the most amazing time. With 18 young people attending, it was a busy weekend- from making
George’s marvellous medicine to hunting for golden tickets around the woods. There was laughter
and excitement throughout the whole weekend. The feedback I received from parents and other
Scout members regarding the sleepover has been so greatly received, the kind words and
messages and cards from the young people gave me the best feeling! I have no idea how to beat
it for next year! I would like to say a massive Thankyou to Amie our parent helper during the
sleepover. Your help was so very much appreciated.
I am so grateful to have a fab team of Leaders with me, Penny, Kathy, Charlie and Georgina.
Thank you for all of your support and commitment, I couldn’t do any of this without you. Your
knowledge and great ideas are second to none.
Jessica Burrows (Beaver Scout Leader)

We have had a good number of Cub Scouts through the year and have, as always, had the
support of our Leaders Rebecca (Rama), Jas (Raksha), and Sally (Hathi). Unfortunately, Sally left
us at Christmas due to work commitments, after ten years with the Group, but she will continue as
an occasional helper. Once again, we have had a busy and fun-packed year and the Cubs have
gained numerous badges such as Navigator, Home Help, Emergency Aid and Scientist.
We started back after Easter with our annual St George’s Parade and during the term we replayed
our first Cub Camp with a Native American theme, making dream catchers and totem poles. We
also did backwoods cooking on buddy burners and had a walk to Brixworth Country Park, and
practised our pioneering skills, orienteering and map reading skills around the quarry. We also had
a rounder’s night and made compass pictures. We had a celebration of Georgina, our Group
Scout Leader’s 50 years in Scouting with an activity day at Overstone with the Beavers and
Scouts.
We ended the term with a splash at our Wet and Wild night and in August we joined the Scouts at
our Water Activities and Sailing day at Pitsford Reservoir.
For the start of the new term in September we improved our first aid skills and had a tag rugby
night. We all helped to make poppies for the World War Centenary display at the church, we had
an evening at Pinnacle Climbing Centre and we took part in a County Trip and Sleepover at
Twycross Zoo where we enjoyed learning about the endangered animals.
In November, we had a Twilight hike from Pitsford to Boughton. As part of the World War Two
centenary we held an ‘end of war’ party where we played traditional games. We held our
Remembrance Parade on the 11th, remembering those that had fallen at a service at Pitsford
Church. We finished the year with a Christmas treat of ten pin bowling and a meal at Pizza Hut.
During the Spring Term we went back to our roots with a night inspired by ‘The Jungle Book’, we
made knotting boards and had a night understanding how to keep fit and healthy. We made bird
feeders and learnt our countryside code. We also held our own Oscars night where we walked the
red carpet dressed as our favourite film character. We went back a million years to learn about the
dinosaurs and made our own fossils. We held our first Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea, we raised
£240 for Outspan School and ‘Our Girl Poppy’ a trust for a little girl with cerebral palsy
At the end of term in April, we had another ‘first’ a sixer/seconder camp at Spotley Wood, where
we had a stretcher race, made paracord woggles and cooked our supper in cardboard ovens.
Congratulations to Constance, Lily, Fred, Pip and Rowen for working hard and earning their Silver
Chief Scout Awards.
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to all the Cubs for coming along and to the parents for their
continued support. Another big THANK YOU to my Leaders Rebecca, Jas, Sally – Sally we are
going to miss you very much indeed - and Evan, Explorer Scout Young Leader last year who had
to leave due to A level exams, for all your help and support and to Georgina, our GSL for your
continued support.
Vicky Toone
Cub Scout Leader

We have had a full section each term with two Leaders and an Occasional Helper, and we also
implemented a parent Rota for extra help. Thank you so much for your support in this.
The Scouts all enjoyed taking part in a sponsored walk from Pitsford to Moulton with two Scouts being
invested at the end.
They have also been making bird boxes which they have sold and held a bake sale with Scouts making
cakes, sweets and cookies to sell to parents at the end of the evening
All money raised from the above went towards the International summer camp at Walesby with any surplus
going to Outspan School in Uganda.
We also put on a film night for the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts as a fundraiser, with Beavers and Cubs
watching Paddington Bear and the Scouts watching The Goonies with popcorn and drinks.
We finished our term with a Ready Steady Cook night and said our goodbye to Evonne who has moved to
another Scout group in her home town.
Four Scouts did the planning for and have completed their Expedition hike for their Challenge badge with a
hike and stay over at the shelters at Fineshade Woods. Ten other Scouts took part in a short hike into
Fineshade Woods to stay at the shelters.
We had an evening at Overstone enjoying preparing rabbit, cooking and eating it whilst the girls made a
bread and butter pudding as well.
We set the Scouts a challenge to do timelines in Scouting from the start of Scouting to present day with
some interesting information on Scouts to look back on.
We had a lovely evening on one of the Scouts family farms looking at the machinery, the crops and where
they store their harvest with Scouts completing their small holder’s badge.
We took the Scouts to the nature reserve at Pitsford Water, finishing with a Scout being invested on the
water, a first for us all.
We attended our first International Jamboree camp at Walesby, Nottinghamshire attended by Scouts and
Guides from all over the world and joined in many activities such as mini tank driving, swimming, shooting,
climbing and canoeing to name but a few.
At the start of the autumn term we researched our family members that were in the First and Second World
Wars and put the information onto wooden crosses for the Remembrance Service. We also made poppies
for a display outside the church. Northampton Search and Rescue Team came for an evening to show the
Scouts what they did and they finished the evening with incidents in the quarry which the Scouts had to find
and report back.
We took one team to Star Trek, a night hike with incidents with our Leaders running a base for it.
We had a Viking themed camp in October with twelve of our Scouts and two from Finedon with Evonne and
her Leaders joining us, the Scouts made longboats, raided other campsites for food, prepared rabbits for
dinner, watched how to train your dragon, and made swings.
We did a night hike finishing at St. John’s church ruins at Boughton where we invested three Scouts to the
sound of owls hooting in the trees. Ellie Robinson MBE a British Para swimmer came to give us an
inspirational talk on her life and all the training she has to do. Ellie holds the World record and the
Paralympic record in the S6 50m butterfly and the World record in the 100m, setting both at the age of 13.
The Scouts all enjoyed deciding on what they would like to cook for a three-course meal and cooked and
served it. Then Georgina, Tony, and Adrian judged the meals and declared the winners.
We had an Expedition presentation evening with four Scouts completing their Expedition challenge and
Libby and Tommy receiving the Chief Scouts Gold Award for completing nine challenge badges.
We also have had four Scouts planning and doing their hike ready for their presentation tonight and Daniel,
Amelia and Isabel being awarded their Chief Scout Gold Award.
Sadly we said goodbye to Julie Basford (Chilby) who due to work commitments felt she had to step down
as an assistant Scout Leader.

Brenda Faulkner Scout Leader

TREASURER’S REPORT 2019
I am pleased to be able to report that the Group’s finances remain in good order and we do not
need to consider raising subscriptions this year. They have remained unchanged since the Group
opened, one of the very few items in your family budget not to have increased in the last ten years.
Each year we have to pay what is known as Capitation to Daventry District Scout Council which is
the Group’s contribution to Scout Headquarters and the District towards their costs, and which
includes some of our insurance. This year’s payment was just under £3000. We set out several
years ago to create a reserve fund so that we always have sufficient funds put aside to pay two
years Capitation and we have now, and have had for several years, a reserve fund of over £6000.
The Group’s financial position is therefore secure for the foreseeable future.
I am slightly embarrassed to say that this year’s Accounts do not show a Gift Aid receipt during
this financial year but a claim has been submitted since the year-end and we have recently
received just over £1000. And I plan to submit a further claim for 2018-19 in the coming months so
that next year’s Accounts will show two Gift Aid receipts during the year.
I know that I make this point each year but completing a Gift Aid form, assuming that one is a
taxpayer, is the best bit of fundraising any parent can do and it costs you nothing apart from a
couple of minutes completing the form. The Group is then able to claim approximately £1000 from
HMRC each year in Gift Aid.
The Group’s Accounts are always a little different to other groups as the figures include
fundraising done for Outspan School in Uganda. 2019 saw Georgina and I make another visit in
March and we raised funds for a borehole for a new water supply for Outspan Secondary School.
We were able to raise sufficient funds, and a little bit more besides, and water is now being
pumped on site for the school to use.
My thanks as always to James Bellamy who makes sense of my book-keeping, scrutinises and
prepares the Accounts. My thanks also to the parents who pay the subscriptions, mostly on time,
and the fees for the many activities and camps. I am sure that you find it as difficult sometimes as I
do to keep up with all that goes on.
Tony Miles
Group Treasurer

CHIEF SCOUT AWARD
ROLL OF HONOUR 2018-2019

Bronze Award

Silver Award

Gold Award

Beaver section
Imogen Stanbridge
Beatrice Thorpe
Ethan Buckley
Oliver Cebak
Poppy Castle
James Bodily
Matilda Lendacka
Kian Hancock

Cub Section
Cameron Ault
Archie Corbett
Jack Farebrother
Jemima Hawkins
Charlie O’Neill
Samuel Palmer
Constance Pinnell
Lily Castle
Joe Jaggard
Fred Holland
Rowen Myles

Scout Section
Libby Blackall
Tommy Burholt
Daniel Wilkins
Amelia Cebak
Isabel Ault

Scouts Northamptonshire Avoiding Plastic Pollution badge
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